Related literature
For the use of chiral 2-amino-1,2-diphenylethan-1-ol in organic synthesis, see: Masters & Hegedus (1993) ; Masters et al. (1991) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001); software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010 
Comment
Optically active 2-amino-1,2-diphenylethanol is commonly used for palladium-assisted chiral tandem alkylation and carbonylative coupling reactions (Masters & Hegedus, 1993; Masters et al., 1991) . The crystal structure of either one of the chiral enantiomers has not been reported although the crystal structures of several 2-ammonium-1,2-diphenylethanol carboxylates have been reported. The crystal structure of the racemic 2-amino-1,2-diphenylethanol (Scheme I) is presented here.
The aromatic rings of the ethyl chain of staggered, the twist being 48.1 (1) ° (Fig. 1) . The hydroxy group is hydrogen-bond donor to the amino group of an adjacent molecule; the amino group is hydrogen-bond donor to the hydroxy group of another molecule. The hydrogen bonds generate a linear chain running along [0 1 0] ( Table 1 ). The amino group uses only one H atom to form a hydrogen bond.
Experimental
The compound was obtained commercially, and crystals were grown from its solution in ethanol.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H 0.95 to 1.0 Å, U iso (H) 1.2 to 1.5U eq (C)] and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation.
The amino and hydroxy H-atoms were located in a difference Fourier map, and were freely refined. 
